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In this paper the
possibilities of the Russian National Corpus as a diachronic research
instrument are presented. Currently the corpus includes deeply annotated Old
East Slavic texts (manuscripts and birchbark letters) as well as Middle Russian
texts still lacking grammatical information. It is shown that usage of both
corpora yields new results in studying rare forms such as the pluperfect and
prefixed comparatives; examples of these results are given.
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